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{571 ABSTRACT

A method to maintain all of the information that is
originally displayed in a window on the display screen

in an interactive information handling system, as the
size of the window is decreased. A plurality of charac-
ter sets which have different appropriate width and
height attributes are stored in the system. When the size
of the window is decreased, a stored character set is
selected based on the amount that the window is de-
creased. Characters from the selected set are then sub-
stituted for the corresponding text characters originally
displayed. Since the selected character set contains
proportionally smaller characters no information is lost.
The method allows the operator to dynamically vary
the window size, after the initial window has been dis-
played, by operator action, such as by movement of a
mouse. Movement of the mouse in a generally horizon-
tal direction with the button in the held position causes
the horizontal window size to decrease. The amount of
decrease is calculated in real time by monitoring the
movement of the mouse and cursor position. A table is
stored in memory which lists all of the displayable char-
acter sets that are available. Each character set has a
width attribute and a height attribute. A percentage
decrease in width and height is stored in the table repre-
senting changes from the corresponding attributes of
the standard character set that is normally used to dis-
play information in the system. If the user sizes the
window below limits of readability or system capability
for resolution, the window components are replaced
with a graphic representation of the data or with icons.
If the user decides to restore the size of the original, a 1-
step key or mouse button sequence is available.
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CHAR. SET NAME P'NTR| WIDTH |Z DELTA|HEIGHT{Z DELTA
DEFAULT CHAR SET [xACO0O 9 0 14 0
FIRST CHAR. SET x20AD 8 117 13 92

4 1 1
FIFTH CHAR. SET x50CC 6 337 10 307
SIXTH CHAR. SET x70FF 5 50% 7 507




